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Ranajit Guha

Ranajit Guha (23 May 1923 — 28 April 2023) was an Indian historian, who was one of the
early pioneers of the Subaltern Studies group, a methodology of South Asian

Studies focused on post-colonial and post-imperial societies, studying them from the
perspective of the underclasses. He was the editor of several of the group's

early anthologies and wrote extensively both in English and in Bengali.

Challenging Traditional Narratives of Indian History

According to Guha, the conventional historical accounts about India were extremely
inadequate in exploring the intricacies of its past. These narratives were either shaped by
colonial perspectives or were influenced by the agendas of the ruling classes, which were
themselves a product of colonial frameworks. Guha observed that these narratives ignored
the voices of the marginalized and oppressed sections of society. He asserted that
subordination could only be comprehended in relation to dominance, which was the other
essential element in the binary equation.

The Birth of the Subaltern School

Guha’s work focused on studying peasant insurgency in colonial India from the perspective of
the peasant. Through his research and observations, Ranajit Guha enabled peasant insurgents
to establish their own political agency, rather than relying on the support of the local elites.
Guha and his colleagues, such as Gayatri Spivak and Dipesh Chakrabarty, coined the term
“subaltern” to describe these underclasses. The Subaltern School is a post-colonial, post-
Marxist school of historical study that focuses on the voices of underclasses in South Asian

society.
WORKS:
1. ARule of Property for Bengal
2. Elementary Aspects of Peasant Insurgency in Colonial India
3. AnIndian Historiography of India: A Nineteenth-century Agenda and Its Implications
4. A Construction of Humanism in Colonial India
5. Dominance without hegemony
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A Subaltern Studies Reader 1986-1995

History at the Limit of World-History

The Small Voice of History: Collected Essays
Subaltern Studies: Une anthologie Tapa blanda
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JeooTe3l5 GaMIT (23 GL0 1923 - 28 g LIT6V 2023) 62(H @ HHWI euTeuTMH TR FIWLIT Qb eUITT,
S|6QUT FLIMTELLIT60T 24165 & (WeNledT Qb JIDLI (LN6TG6oTITIY & 6rfl6v (BT T @ (BB,
QBMH&TH W 16566 e ULl (WemmUIMeTgl Lhema L SmTevenil&glal LoMmILD
LNhens W gaTHLSH U FelnshiserTle) &elerlh QFNSHHMS. HTLPSSLUILIL L

aU& L1 6orTf 60T G600T GeUOTITL_LLD. 96U & (W eledT QLT IDLIGITEV QG MTGLILS6T Lisveumnledr
AN WTTe @UHSTT MHMID S BIFSH D QumkisTedlulab elifleuns

TS\ GOTITIT.

FeumeumenT @\HS) W eueummnledT LMLKW &6m & & 6T

Sammeledt FaMmILILILG, @BHH Wmemalll LIMMIU 61L& & LOMT6T eUI6VITMMIE 8560018561
S| G60T HL_[HS HIT6V B0l &5 MHHe06T QT MUIeUIFHV L& 6D CLITSILDITETS TS @)6V6m6V.
@b NeULIL|&6T &HTeventld &6 (LD 6T G60T T GG 66V Ul elemN& & LILIL (heTemeoT
VeV G HTeVeTISSI6U &L L emLILN6T lemeTQLIMTHETTS @) (HHS 3, 6HLD
QUG8 MmIG 66T BIGLDESF BITeL&HETTEL LITHHSHLILIL L 60T, @)\H&HE &6M5E6T &FeLN &S5 60T
aflerflibmlemev LDMMILD (B &&LILL L LN iflefeor et @Tevsemaril Lim&&600flL1LIeng
ST &HeUel1GSTT. enLeoTf] F6TUIML Q60T LDMHM (5B UITEUGFLI Sn 0I5 6ITTEOT
AHEEID QSTLIUMS L GG SLpliug gsemeull Ll gl Q& TeTe (LOLY.U|LD 6T60TMI SeuTT
euell W DI S@6oT T

FumeuLjeor Liemerflufleor LN mLiL

Gammeller Lievof], &mevenflg el @nbS wmallsy elleusmuilsserfler er(p & & em
afleugmuilserfledr G60orGeoor L LS5 6V LILGLILIGH6V SHeUaTD QFISHIIS!. Tl Gamim
ST QL TTUIFR IDHMILD 3i6UGMeof1L1L|S6T eLneuLd, 2 6Tesb T 2 Wi T (h &8 6or fl 60T
SLGTem6 BLOLIMLNG, alleug mui gerfledr S eI GIITeT J&HeM6T HhIG6T Q& THS 2 FFILI6L
SjenLlienL Blmiel 2 SelleTmy. GamT IDMHMID HeUTS F&HTH ST SMs)] euLleuds
WHMID HCLEY FHETUTSSH A CWTT @b& BLb auGLILNerenT afleurf&8 "& LMV [Jeor"
6T6OTM QUITTE 6060 2_(HEUTESH 0T, FLITEVL[J6T LieiTerfl 6TedT LIgI e LN Hem &L
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